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Fawns Family Donates Funds to Support Reading  

 

 

Montgomery County Commissioner, Billy Ray Fawns, met with the staff at Mt. Sterling 

Elementary School on November 19
th

 for a special announcement.  Mr. Fawns recently won the 

$500 raffle at the Mt. Sterling Elementary School Fall Festival. As a strong proponent of giving 

back to the community and a self-proclaimed, huge fan of the ongoing iRead to Succeed 

Initiative, Mr. Fawns and his family are donating a portion of the $500 toward the purchase 

“Reading Eggs” software licenses for the school.  Reading Eggs is a software program that helps 

students with sounds, word recognition, comprehension, and sight words.  It is popular with both 

students and staff members.  Currently, the school has been able to acquire licenses for 

kindergarten plus an additional 35 to be used at the first grade level.   

 

Mr. Fawns told the staff, “What you are doing as teachers is awesome.”  He further announced 

that he had shared his plan with the Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Joshua Powell, who agreed to 



match the funds donated by the Fawns family.  Mr. Fawns said as a County Commissioner he 

recognizes the significance of education and the critical need for improving the education levels 

of all members of society.  Specifically, he said that Montgomery County struggles with 

overpopulation at the regional jail and availability of a qualified work force to fill jobs in the 

community.  He encouraged everyone to join together in combatting these issues. 

 

Mt. Sterling Elementary Reading Intervention teacher, Paula Rison, was elated about the 

donation.  “We are truly grateful for the Fawns’ donation to help purchase Reading Eggs at our 

school.  Their kindness and support for the reading initiative will provide a great benefit for our 

students.” 

 

Dr. Powell commended the Fawns family for their generosity and community spirit.  “Their 

commitment to education and improving the lives of all citizens in Montgomery County 

represents everything good about this community.  I continue to be proud to reside in such a 

caring and progressive environment.  I am particularly fond of the Fawns family and appreciate 

their many contributions, including countless hours of volunteer service.” 

   

 

 

 

 


